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An interesting news report:

The London Stock Exchange today
launched a full-scale investigation into the techni-
cal glitch that yesterday halted trading for seven
hours in a highly embarrassing day for the City...

The near-seven-hour freeze prevented
investors from trading billions of pounds of shares
on the day a global stock market rally was trig-
gered by the U.S. government’s bail-out of its mort-
gage market....

The fiasco was a massive setback for an
exchange which normally sees £8billion of shares
traded every day. According to experts, only half
that value changed hands....

The London Stock Exchange seizure
sparked furious scenes on dealing-room floors
faced with frozen screens while rival European
markets enjoyed their biggest share surge in five
months.

- System by which information, usually global in
scope compared to receiver, is communicated
externally through sensory inputs. Active, passive,
and ambient systems.

- Ubiquity and necessity of information broadcast-
ing systems today especially in the extremely fluid
infrastructures as shown by London example.

- Relation of ‘dumb’ local agent receiving only local
information then receiving global information for
smarter cognition.

- Control of information as metric of Power. A politi-
cal infrastructure: who controls the information,
who controls the broadcasting, and who receives?
Free, democratic infrastructure -vs- centralized
controlled
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fig 1. NYSE trade pit + NASDAQ information displays.
Local agents (stock traders) actively engage with con-
tinuous, realtime global information broadcasts through
visual displays. The flow of global market information
provides local traders with broader inputs that they can
then assess and process for more intelligent decision
making and action.

fig 2. Traditional train schedule display at Frankfurt
Central Station. The information flow is delayed and
coverage falls within certain selective ranges instead of
being global. Still, the traveler is able to transcend local
information flow and at regular intervals update their
global understanding for smarter cognition.

fig 3. Proposed schedule display for Transbay Transit
Center & Tower in downtown San Francisco. The dis-
plays are meant to convey live graphic train scheduling,
& densities in the urban fabric formed by the intersection
of various transit routes. The proposal envisions a smart
infrastructure whose information broadcast is instant and
global. Travelers could develop a mental model of the
transit system at various times throughout the day aiding
in their cognitive ability as well.
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fig 1: Interaction rules between consumers and broad-
casting hubs. Consumers not in proximity of a broad-
caster only have access to local information. Consum-
ers within proximity of a broadcaster recceive global
information in addition to their local awareness.

fig 2: Relationship typologies between consumer and in-

formation systems. Broadcast typologies fall into COV-
ERAGE (global/discrete) and SPEED (instant/delay)

GLOBAL

SELECT

Allison Hoffman + John Seward





